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B3¢ BRIRFING

BABIC DAYA ON TONKIN DELTA

1. The Prench position in delta:
Total troop strength: 182,800,

A.

B.

C.

NSA review completed

1.

2,

Regulare - 134,000
(25 Frounch infaatry battalions)

{21 Vic:saa¢s§ iofantry battalions)

(3 Vietnsmese Hational Guard battalions)
(13 Vietnamese Light Intantry batiaiions)

(27 French Union wobile battalions)
irregulars - 58,500,

Pisposition

1.

3&

Btatic: There are 4 battalions &n the smectors
bordering the “perimeter; 25 are in the interior

of the deltsa,

Nsbile: In various areas of the delta,
aceordisg to operations.

Light: Scattered taroughout the delts.

Arexs of contirol

1,

2,

The French hold 700 out of 5 - 6,000 villages
in the delta.

Principal communications routes

%. Hanol-Heaiphong roxd and rail lisk

b, Hanoi-Fam Dinh road

€. HNam Dioh-Haiphong road
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French zir stresgth: 53¢ planes (total Indechine)

1. Pighteres ~ 148

3. Light bombers - 41

3. Transports -~ 104

4. Recon planes ~ 18

5. Lisison -~ 148

6. ¥Nedical evacuation -~ §5

7. Traigers -~ 27

Preach airfields

1. Do 8an, Cat Bi, Kien An, Ois lam, Bach Mai.

2. Lless important fielde at Bon Tay, Mawm Dinh,
Phat Diewm, Fha Ly, Viab Yen, Pauc Yen, Bac Nioh,
Phu Lang Thuong, Juong Yen and MHou Cay.

Trench air personnel (fotal Indoehina) ~ 11,000,

Preoch naval streagth |

1. Light airaraft carriers - 2 (in Gulf of Toakin)

3, Patrol vesselz - 25 (coastal sreas)
3. Mine vessmels - & (coastal areas)
4. Awmphibious vessels - 24 (i delta riverm)
$. Utility Landiog Craft - 18 (im delta riveras)
6. Auxiliary vessels - # (coastal areas)
7. Service craft - 48 (coastal aress)

¥rench naval personpel: 2,000 - 10,000,
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1. French capabllity for reinforcement.

A,

Can meke about 30 battalions available chiefly
from central Laos and ceutral Vietzam, but this
figure wight be limited by intensified Viet Niuk
sctivity in these reglons.

I1X. Yiet Minh position in aud near the dalta,

A,

19 Pattalions (15,200 troops) mow in delts,

oight battalions (6,400 troupa) on the perimeter,
and 11 (3,800 troops) en route to the delta from
other areas,

In addition, 55,000 irregulars in delta.

I¥. Yiet Minh capabllities for reinforecemeat of delta,

A,

B.

Forces at Dien Bien Fhu; 28 kattalions; 36,000 troops
ean sove to delta together with equipment in two
tc three months. ¥ithout equipment, troops can
probably reach the delts in 190 deye after beginning
to warch. .

Bcattered throaghout Tonkin are about 67,000 more.
Forces in other aress:

1. Central Vietnam - €6 ,000.

2. Boutk Vietmsm - 37,000

3, Leos - 15,500

4. Cawmbodia - ¥,i00

¥. Viet MNiunh logisgig capabilitien,

A.
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produces swall quantities of arms and zmwunusition
but ever for these must depend ou Chins for raw
materials,

B. Trucke sveilable: about 1,400; 200 to 500 more
espected soon.

€. Cemwunicstiovs systex: Viet ¥inh in recent moaths

bas improved road setvork iz northwest Tonkin, 25X6
25X6

D. JCondition of roads: Roads conzidered adeguate for
troop and supply wovesents. Rains hamper vebicular
sovenent, but coolies makes up for this shorteoming.

Yeather

&. Generz]l Description: BRaia gonerally fulls in form of
heavy local showers of hour or two duration, with
good weather and visibility othorwise.

B. Precipitation Statistics:

1. Xonthly meap 2t Hanoi (in inches) during ruiny seseon:

Juneg @4
July 12,7

Besptember 10
Z. In general throughout deltsa, July is month of
hoaviest ralnfall, with range of 11 -~ 25 inches,
&% coupured with 1.7 inches in ¥Yovenber.
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€. Effect ousir operatiove: Aside from one or two
hour intervals of hervy rains, weather is usunlly
favorable. From one-third to two-thirds of days
between lany and November faverable for Iflying. 8Sod
and natural-surfaced sirfields are probably of little

use , however.
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